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Statement by Mr. Ryotaro Suzuki, 

Deputy Permanent Representative, Chargé d’Affaires of the Permanent 

delegation of Japan to the OECD 

at the Seventh Plenary Meeting of the Policy Dialogue 

on Natural Resource-Based Development 

Day 1 –CONNEX Multi-stakeholder Negotiation Support Forum 

 

 

H. E. Mr. Pierre Duquesne, Chair of the Governing Board of the Development 

Centre， 

 

Mr Günter Nooke, Personal Representative of the German Chancellor for Africa, 

 

H.E. Mr Abdoulaye Magassouba, Minister of Mines and Geology, Republic of 

Guinea, 

 

H.E. Mr. Mosebenzi Joseph Zwane, Minister of Mineral Resources of the Republic 

of South Africa, 

 

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies, and Gentlemen, 

 

On behalf of the Government of Japan, I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude for your invitation and the opportunity to make remarks at the third 

CONNEX Negotiation Support Forum.  

 

As shared in the last meeting, Japan led the discussion on the CONNEX 

Initiative at the G7 Ise-Shima Summit. We focused on capacity building and 

improvement of transparency in the extractives sector in developing countries. 

As a result, the “CONNEX Guiding Principles towards Sustainable 

Development” was established to bring about a better linkage among 

resource-holding developing countries, investment companies, and support 

providers. 
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Further, Japan hosted the “G7 CONNEX Initiative International Conference 

on Capacity Building and Transparency” in September in Tokyo.  

 

This Conference was held as a follow-up of the G7 Summit in May and to 

advance discussions toward next year. G7 representatives, including Mr. Nooke 

present here today, and CONNEX experts as well as representatives from 

resource-rich countries and international organizations participated. They 

discussed how to build capacity and human resources in resource-holding 

developing countries throughout the value-chain of the extractives sector, 

ranging from contract negotiation to final stages. 

 

The participants also discussed a better provision of medium- to long-term 

assistance and improvement of transparency in the extractives sector towards 

achieving sustainable development. The discussions facilitated our 

understanding of how the G7 CONNEX Initiative can promote sustainable 

development, while protecting mutual benefits of exporting countries, investing 

companies and importing countries. 

 

Since 1993, the Government of Japan has co-organised the Tokyo International 

Conference on African Development (TICAD) with the United Nations, United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank and the African 

Union Commission (AUC). In August of this year, the sixth Conference (TICAD 

VI) was held in Kenya, a first one held in Africa 

 

Its outcome document, namely, “TICAD VI Nairobi Implementation Plan” 

encourages the measure to promote capacity building for negotiation of complex 

contracts, including by making use of international support such as G7 CONNEX 

Initiative. The September CONNEX Conference presented an excellent 

opportunity to follow up on TICAD VI, with the presence of experts from Africa 

and Ambassadors. I am pleased to report to you, in this way, Japan effectively 

created a synergy between our CONNEX efforts and broader development 

efforts. 
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Next year, Japan will hand over the G7 presidency to Italy. We will render our 

strong support to the G7 efforts under its chairmanship. Japan will also remain 

committed to promoting the CONNEX Initiative at home and abroad. 

 

Let me conclude by extending our sincere appreciation and respect to the 

OECD Development Centre for its contribution to the CONNEX Negotiation 

Support Forum and to all of you for attending this meeting. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 


